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my fellow Americans to deepen their com-
mitment to protecting children, taking the
necessary steps to meet our obligations to
them and to our Nation’s future.

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set
my hand this second day of October, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-five, and of the Independence of the Unit-
ed States of America the two hundred and
twentieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
2:58 p.m., October 2, 1995]

NoTe: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 4.

Proclamation 6829—National
Domestic Violence Awareness
Month, 1995

October 2, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Domestic violence disrupts communities,
destroys relationships, and harms hundreds
of thousands of Americans each year. It is
a serious crime that takes many forms and
a complex problem with multiple causes.
Those abused can be children, siblings,
spouses, or parents, and both victims and of-
fenders come from all racial, social, religious,
ethnic, and economic backgrounds. Among
the most tragic effects of family violence is
the cycle of abuse perpetuated by children
and teenagers who see and experience bru-
tality at home—these young people often
lack crucial guidance to help them form
strong, positive bonds of kinship.

Americans are fortunate that knowledge
about domestic violence has increased and
that public interest in deterrence is stronger
than ever. During the past decade, vital part-
nerships have formed between Federal agen-
cies and private-sector organizations to ex-
pand prevention services in urban, rural, and
underserved areas across the country. These
efforts have helped to coordinate aid for vic-
tims and their children—not only providing
shelter, but also furnishing alcohol and drug
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abuse treatment, child care, and counseling.
In addition, 1 am proud that the Violent
Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of
1994 contains tough new sanctions and in-
cludes a provision for a national “hot line”
where victims can receive information and
assistance.

But the struggle to end domestic violence
is far from over. According to a recent Justice
Department study for 1992 and 1993,
women are about six times more likely than
men to experience violence committed by of-
fenders with whom they had an intimate rela-
tionship. And in 1992, nearly 30 percent of
all female homicide victims were known to
have been killed by husbands, former hus-
bands, or boyfriends. We need more preven-
tion campaigns and public awareness efforts;
we must develop and share successful meth-
ods of prevention, intervention, and treat-
ment for victims and perpetrators; and we
must continue to build alliances among gov-
ernment, community associations, busi-
nesses, educators, and religious organizations
to strengthen our families and to teach alter-
natives to violent behavior.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 1995, as
“National Domestic Violence Awareness
Month.” I call upon government officials, law
enforcement agencies, health professionals,
educators, and the people of the United
States to join together to end the family vio-
lence that threatens so many citizens. | fur-
ther encourage all Americans to recognize
the dedication of those working to end the
horrors of abuse. Offering support, guidance,
encouragement, and compassion to survivors,
these caring individuals exemplify our Na-
tion’s highest ideals of service and citizen-
ship.

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set
my hand this second day of October, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-five, and of the Independence of the Unit-
ed States of America the two hundred and
twentieth.

William J. Clinton
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[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
2:59 p.m., October 2, 1995]

NoTe: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 4.

Memorandum on the Domestic
Violence Awareness Campaign
October 2, 1995

Memorandum for Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies

Subject: Federal Employee Domestic
Violence Awareness Campaign

Domestic violence is not a private, family
dispute that affects only the people involved.
Domestic violence is violent criminal activity
that affects us all, regardless of race, income,
or age, in every community in this country.
It means higher health care costs, increased
absenteeism, and declining productivity. It
destroys families, relationships, and lives.
More importantly, it tears at the moral fabric
of who we are and undermines the very insti-
tution that has been the cornerstone of our
country: the family.

In passing the Violence Against Women
Act as part of the Violent Crime Control Act
(“VCCA") last year, the Congress recognized
the seriousness of the problem of domestic
violence. This new law combines tough new
penalties with programs to prosecute offend-
ers and help women victims. In the last year,
every State has received a down payment of
$426,000 in grants to help train prosecutors,
police, and service providers in combatting
the problem of domestic violence. Moreover,
because of the VCCA, every State will now
ensure that women who have been assaulted
will not have to pay for their medical exami-
nations resulting from rape and other acts
of violence.

Throughout October, National Domestic
Violence Awareness Month, business, labor,
law enforcement, public health, and civic or-
ganizations will be working to increase our
understanding of this problem and create so-
lutions that can save lives. | believe the Fed-
eral Government has a responsibility to be
a leader in this effort.

Today, | am directing that executive de-
partments and agencies institute employee
awareness campaigns on domestic violence.
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Within the next 6 months, you should imple-
ment a program to promote Federal em-
ployee awareness of the problem of domestic
violence and the programs and resources that
are available for victims. I support and en-
courage the initial plans made by the Justice
Department, which include the production
of a resource manual and a poster, and the
scheduling of a Violence Against Women In-
formation Fair on October 30, 1995. This fair
will include speakers, artwork, and exhibits.

We have a responsibility to assist all vic-
tims of domestic violence and their families
trapped in a cycle of violence with no sense
of where to turn. Often, victims will not re-
port their circumstances to the public, but
they may turn to coworkers for help. Thus,
by providing information to all Federal work-
ers on the programs available, we can make
a contribution to the effort to protect women
from abuse and reduce the level of violence
in America.

The Director of the Office Management
and Budget is authorized and directed to
publish this memorandum in the Federal
Register.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:38 a.m., October 6, 1995]

NoTEe: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on October 10.

Statement on House Inaction on
Political Reform

October 2, 1995

The American people have made it clear
that they want political reform. It is plain that
lobbyists have too much influence in the
Halls of power and that reforms are needed
to change the way we finance campaigns. |
believe that a bipartisan consensus exists to
enact reform. By an overwhelming margin,
the Senate passed legislation that would re-
quire lobbyists to fully disclose their activities
and that ended the practice of lobbyists giv-
ing lawmakers expensive gifts, meals, and
travel.

However, this past weekend, in an abrupt
reversal of a previous commitment, the
House Republican leadership announced



